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TRACY NAGLEBUSH TOLK

CONTACT

ttolk@vnfsolutions.com

202.298.1937

ASSISTANT

sbaneth@vnf.com

EDUCATION

George Washington University

University of South Florida

Professional Background
Tracy is a forceful advocate for clients in need of effective communications with the federal government 

on public policy matters in the climate change, clean technology, transportation, alternative energy 

deployment, cybersecurity, energy efficiency, Native American affairs, and natural resources development 

areas.  She understands the needs and language of both business people and decision-makers inside 

the beltway and is experienced at finding creative solutions and for building lasting relationships across 

party lines. As a seasoned veteran of Capitol Hill, she brings clients the benefit of many connections and 

strong bipartisan relationships on the Hill and with federal agencies, thereby advancing clients’ goals and 

protecting their interests.

Prior to coming to the firm, Tracy’s rich political background included serving as a senior advisor to 

former Congressmen Jay Inslee (D-WA), now Governor of Washington State, and Jim Davis (D-FL). 

During her tenure on Capitol Hill, she managed all energy, environment, and transportation policy issues 

for the Congressmen who were assigned to the Energy and Commerce and Natural Resources 

Committees as well as the Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming. Tracy  wrote 

legislation and worked with committee staff to maneuver bills through legislative process; created 

outreach programs to educate members of Congress on the latest science regarding climate change; 

coordinated briefings for members of Congress, staff, and academic professionals on topics including 

plug-in hybrid vehicles, climate change, and ocean health related issues; hired and managed legislative 

fellows assigned to Congressman Inslee through various fellowship programs; and developed strategy 

and successfully executed the passage of various legislation. When working for Congressman Davis, in 

addition to the regular policy responsibilities of a Senior Legislative Assistant, Tracy handled all 

communications between federal response and state response before, during, and after Hurricanes 

Charlie, Frances, Ivan and Jeanne, including with Governor Bush, FEMA, and the counties and cities 

affected by the storm.

Experience
 Served as lobbyist for several electric utilities, clean technology, transportation and various coaltions.

Writes Congressional updates in the Clean Energy & Air Update, a bi-weekly publication.

 Crafts documents for client use on Capitol Hill, in testimony before Congressional hearings, and other 

advocacy activities before federal agencies.

Member of the team that developed and executed strategy to ensure favorable treatment of clients' 

product by the federal government.

 Assists in identifying and prioritizing clients' issues and executing strategic plans to ensure government 

relations objectives are met.

 Advocates for clients' interests in the areas of renewable energy generation, production of alternative 

transportation fuels, alternative refueling infrastructure, transmission infrastructure and manufacturing 

of electric vehicles.

 Advises clients on legislation related to renewable electricity generation, climate change, transportation 

infrastructure, tax incentives and other federal incentive programs.

 Assists clients in securing federal funding for energy projects.

Monitors committee developments and staffing changes of interest to firm clients.
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 Coordinates the firm's legislative assistants.

Professional Affiliations
Florida State Society

Ocean Renewable Energy Coalition

Registered Lobbyist, State of Washington

Washington State Society

Women's Energy Network

Zonta Club of Washington D.C.

Government Service
Office of Congressman Jay Inslee (D-WA), U.S. House of Representatives

Senior Policy Advisor, 2005-2008

Representative Jim Davis (D-FL), U.S. House of Representatives

Legislative Assistant/Senior Legislative Assistant, 2001-2005

News
 House Committee Releases Framework for Comprehensive Climate Legislation, 01/14/2020

 DOT Aims to Create Flexible Regulatory Framework for Automated Vehicle Technology, 10/11/2018


